Books Have a Bright Future and Not Justd Digital One

‘In fegard,to L. Gordon Cro-

vitz’s “The Digital Future of
Books” (Information Age,
May 19): Because I have al-
ways lived amid books
printed on paper and spent a
half century or so as a book
publisher, my sense of the dig-
ital future is different from
that of Mr. Crovitz and Jeff

. Gomez, the author of “Print

is Dead” whom he quotes.
The idea that because-
books can now be stored and
transmitted digitally they
will necessanly be read on
"“screens is a false inference -

from-inecomplete data. Digiti~

zation and the Internet will
--eliminate the traditional sup-
ply chain in which physical

- inventory is stored and

shipped to specific retail loca-
tions. Instead a muitlﬁngual
deep backlist will resxde on :

-Books, of which I am co~ -
 founder. Kindles and Black-
Berry phones have:a place in -

Web sites of related interest,

as well as with aggregators—
‘and be transmitted on de-
_mand as swiftly as email to a
. .decentralized world-wide
market place where files'will .

be converted to library qual-
ity paperbacks by automatic
machines—ATMs for books.
Such machines now oper-
ate in locations from Egypt
to Australia, The machine
which we call the Espresso
Book Machine because it au-
tomatically prints, binds and
trims one copy at a time, on

- demand, quickly for an indi-
- vidual customer is being de-

veloped by On Demand

the digital future. But digiti-
zation, the Intéynet and the
Espresso Book Machine will

provide readers everywhere
the most economical, dura-
ble, and ergonomic format
yet devised, what Robert

-Darnton, the Harvard librar-

ian calls the “magic of
words as ink on paper” and
adds “ . . no computer ‘
screen gives satisfaction like
the printed page,” or can .

" bring the magic of.the digi-
tal revolution cheaply and %
; qulckly to as many readers. o
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